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The movement he began here at home
went on to support democracy abroad in El
Salvador, Nicaragua, and Mexico, and in
South Africa. From the farm fields of Califor-
nia, where he organized workers with Cesar
Chavez, to the halls of Harvard, where he
taught politics, Willie Velasquez was driven
by an unwavering belief that every American
should have a role in our democracy and a
share in the opportunities of our great Na-
tion.

Willie Velasquez died too young. He was
just 44 when he passed away in 1988. But
in his vibrant life, he restored faith in our
ideals and in ourselves. And no person in
modern America who has run for public of-
fice wherever Hispanic Americans live has
failed to feel the hand of Willie Velasquez.
He made this a greater country and we’re
honored that his wife is here with us today.

It is not surprising that Lew Wasserman
has devoted his life to helping others to see.
For it was his vision that led him from the
streets of Cleveland to the top of Hollywood
and his perspective that inspired him to give
so much back to a nation that had given so
much to him. Lew Wasserman helped to
build MCA from a small booking agency into
a vast multimedia company. His feat awak-
ened the world to the infinite promise of the
American entertainment industry.

It also showed a new generation of Amer-
ican business leaders that a company’s suc-
cess can be measured by the depth of its val-
ues as well as by the size of its revenues.
In honor of MCA’s founder, the eye doctor
Jules Stein, Lew Wasserman has made an as-
tonishing contribution to treat and to cure
blindness. He has devoted himself to
strengthening the American community
through his role as citizen adviser to almost
a half century of Presidents, of both parties,
and with his support for countless humani-
tarian efforts.

Never for a moment has he forgotten his
roots, the value of hard work, or the impor-
tance of giving people in far, far less fortu-
nate conditions a chance to make something
of their lives. The story of Lew Wasserman
is the story of the American dream, not—
not—just for what he has achieved but far
more important for what he has given back.
I have met a lot of philanthropists and suc-

cessful people in my life. I don’t know that
I ever met anybody that more consistently
every day looked for another opportunity to
do something for somebody else, to give
somebody else the chance to enjoy the suc-
cess that he had in life.

I thank you, Lew Wasserman.
Let me close, before we hear from the offi-

cial citation and present the medals, by say-
ing that I think that all the people who are
here, were they to speak, would tell you that
they did not come here alone. They were
guided by parents and teachers, by neighbors
and mentors. Many were inspired by other
great Americans who themselves at some
time in the past received this very medal.

The miracle of American life is that this
cycle can be repeated over and over again
with each succeeding generation; and that
with each succeeding generation, we make
freedom a little more real and full to all
Americans. I ask all of you to think about
that. You couldn’t help feeling, when you
heard these stories, that this is a very great
country. And we do not have to give in to
our lesser selves. We do not have to be di-
vided. We do not have to achieve less than
we can. If we will follow their examples, we
will make sure that in the next century, this
country will be all it was meant to be for
all of our children.

I’d like to now ask the Military Aide to
read the citations as I present the Medals
of Freedom.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:45 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With President Hosni
Mubarak of Egypt
September 29, 1995

President Clinton. I thought it was great.
I thought your talk was great, what you said.
There were some unusual things said yester-
day, even more so in some ways than the
last time when they were here. What you said
and—we’ve got a transcript we haven’t made
up our mind about—[laughter].

Good morning, everyone.
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Vice President Gore. Your picture is all
over the United States today in the morning
newspapers.

President Clinton. Yes. I thought it was
interesting. The picture that most of them
showed was the one in the New York Times
today. Most—[inaudible]—showed us, the
five of us, you know—have you seen it? [In-
audible]—every time. That’s the picture that
was mostly in the country.

President Mubarak. Yes.
President Clinton. That was great.
Good morning.

Jerusalem
Q. Mr. President, what do you think is

going to happen to Jerusalem when there is
a final settlement?

President Clinton. Are you addressing
me or President Mubarak? [Laughter]

Q. First Mubarak, then you.
President Clinton. That’s good. [Laugh-

ter]
Q. Or vice-versa. I think you heard Chair-

man Arafat say something about a joint cor-
nerstone.

President Mubarak. I think, as Chairman
Arafat mentioned yesterday, there should be
access of the holy places for all the religions
in Eastern Jerusalem. And we know before-
hand that Jerusalem will be very difficult to
be divided. So any kind of arrangement for
Jerusalem, east and west, without dividing it
I think may have a problem.

Q. Well, that would be the Israeli position,
wouldn’t it?

President Mubarak. Look, it’s—we
should listen to all of the statements coming
here and there, but this will be decided dur-
ing the negotiations. All of us are going to
act in that direction, with the help of Presi-
dent Clinton and the administration.

Q. Mr. President, do you want to elaborate
on that?

President Clinton. You know what our
position is, that the less we say about this
at this moment, the better, because the par-
ties have agreed themselves to make this a
part of the final status talks. And what we
want to do is to create the maximum chance
that they will actually reach a good-faith
agreement, because if they actually reach a
good-faith agreement, then the chances are

much greater that it will then be accepted
by all the people in the area.

I think everyone expects that because of
the importance of Jerusalem to Muslims, to
Jews, and to Christians, that all of us believ-
ers from all over the world will be able to
show up there and have access to our holy
sites. But I think that it’s very important that
we not prejudge exactly what the structure
be. We should let the negotiators work. They
have done a marvelous job. I mean, look at
yesterday, Prime Minister Rabin and Chair-
man Arafat initialed 26 maps in here. There
were thousands and thousands and thousands
of excruciatingly detailed decisions made by
those negotiators. That is good evidence that
they can actually work through these things.
And I believe in the end, they will reach
whatever they believe is a fair and livable ac-
commodation on Jerusalem, and I want to
see them have a chance to do it.

President’s Foreign Policy

Q. Do you think, Mr. President, that your
foreign policy, foreign policy in general is be-
ginning to fall into place as you see some
of the problems that you’ve had over the past
21⁄2 years get resolved?

President Clinton. Well, I thought we
had a pretty good year last year as well. I
think what’s happening is that these two
events of this week show that the announce-
ment in the Middle East in 1993 was not
a fluke, not an aberration, that there really
is a process unfolding in the Middle East,
and that we have a chance to go all the way.
And of course, President Mubarak and I will
be talking about that today. Until we finish
these agreements between the Palestinians
and the Israelis and until we have an agree-
ment between Syria and Lebanon and Israel,
we won’t be able to go all the way, but I
think there is a sense of that.

And in Bosnia, I think there is at least a
sense that what has been our thorniest and
most difficult problem we may be able to
work through. Now, we’re a long way from
getting there, but we are making progress.
And I’m hopeful and—these things will make
the American people more secure and more
prosperous. And they’ll live in a world that
they feel better about. And I’m happy for
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our people, but I’m particularly pleased for
the people in the affected areas.

Bosnia
Q. Are you bringing to the leaders today

a specific price tag for Bosnia when a peace
settlement is reached? What is it you will be
asking them?

President Clinton. No, because we have
no way of knowing that. We have to see
whether there is a peace agreement reached
and what the map looks like and what the
conditions are, and what we’re asked to do
as a world community. So we have no way
of knowing that right now.

Q. But you’re still committed to sending
U.S. troops to implement the peace?

President Clinton. I believe the United
States should be a part of implementing the
peace process. I have said that for almost 3
years. I don’t see how, as the leader of NATO
and basically the leader of the West we can
walk away from that. And I think the Amer-
ican people, once I explain it to them, will
go—will be supportive. And I believe the
Congress will.

Q. How many?
President Clinton. I’ll have more to say

about that in the congressional meeting. You
can ask more Bosnia questions in there be-
cause we’re going to talk about that.

Continuing Resolution
Q. Are you going to sign a CR today?
President Clinton. I’ll talk about that at

the congressional meeting as well.
Q. Got to have something later.
President Clinton. Never satisfied.

[Laughter]
Thank you all.
Q. Nothing ventured. [Laughter]

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Middle East Peace Process
Q. Mr. President Mubarak, can we ask

what main issues will be discussed with Presi-
dent Clinton?

President Mubarak. We have various is-
sues to be discussed—implementation of the
peace process; we’ll speak on Bosnia; we’ll
speak of cooperation in the area; about the

economic summit in Jordan. We have so
many issues to discuss.

Q. President Clinton, actually, I have two
questions. I wanted to ask you about what
you plan to do in the next stage on bilateral
ties with Egypt in order to boost investment,
American investment in Egypt. And also, the
other question is, we’ve been talking to many
Palestinians about good intentions on the
part of the Israelis in order to implement the
peace process, and good intentions are the
key for the implementation of the peace
process——

President Clinton. Well, let me answer—
I’ll try to answer both of them. First of all,
our bilateral relations are important with
Egypt, but one of the things that is shaping
our bilateral relations is the leadership that
Egypt is showing in the region and through-
out the Arab world as a force for peace and
the strong stand taken against terrorism,
which we want to cooperate with and sup-
port. I believe that that is very important not
only for the strong tourism industry in Egypt
but for getting investment and growth into
the country and over the long run.

Secondly, I think Egypt’s role as a regional
leader will help us to strengthen our bilateral
relationship. For example, if we can locate
the Middle Eastern development bank there,
that’s not just to develop things for the Pal-
estinians, that’s for the whole region. What
we want to do is to bring in a huge influx
of capital into the Middle East to bring the
benefits of peace to all the people who have
fought for it. And since Egypt was the first
nation to make peace and since President
Mubarak has been a leading, consistent, un-
wavering force for the peace process, I think
Egypt would benefit dramatically from that.
So we will work on that.

Now secondly, with regard to the inten-
tions of the Israelis, I believe that the Prime
Minister and his government are completely
committed to this. And I saw yesterday these
maps that were signed in here that are the
annexes to the words of the agreement. They
signed—Chairman Arafat and Prime Min-
ister Rabin signed 26 maps that had literally
thousands and thousands of decisions on
them. So they know exactly what they’re get-
ting into. They have made very, very detailed
commitments to one another.
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And just as I believe that Chairman Arafat
is going to do his best to try to diminish ter-
ror, I believe that the Prime Minister will
do everything he can to fulfill both the letter
and the spirit of the agreement. And that is
one of the things that the United States has
been able to do with the leadership of the
Secretary of State and Mr. Ross. And our
whole team is to try to work with the parties
to make sure that their relationship ripens.

And I will say this: I would urge you to
go back and carefully review the text of the
statements made not only yesterday at the
ceremony but last night at the reception by
both Prime Minister Rabin and Chairman
Arafat. They said some remarkable things,
some things that they certainly didn’t say
here 2 years ago, which, to me, showed that
they are kind of opening up to one another
and that the level of trust is growing.

Now, we all know that none of us have
total control over people who are, in theory,
within our dominion. Here in the United
States we have crimes committed every day
that the President cannot stop. But I think
they are proceeding in good faith, and I think
that the people in the Middle East will have
a high level of confidence in the way the Is-
raelis proceed now.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:20 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With King Hussein of
Jordan
September 29, 1995

1996 Election
Q. Mr. President, I don’t know if you’ve

heard that Governor Pete Wilson is going to
drop out of the Presidential race this after-
noon.

The President. No. Are you sure? [Laugh-
ter] Well, I—that’s a very personal decision.
It’s a difficult road, and I respect the judg-
ment that he would make, or anybody would
make under these circumstances, since I’ve
been through it. I hope we will continue to
be able to work together on some of our com-
mon problems. I said in Los Angeles when

I was there a couple of days ago that the
Governor’s office worked very closely with
us when we were trying to solve the problems
of the medical center for Los Angeles Coun-
ty, and there’s a lot of important work to do
and he still has a very important job.

Q. Does this help your prospects in Cali-
fornia?

The President. I don’t know.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:45 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
the President referred to Governor Pete Wilson
of California. A tape was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this exchange.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to a
Meeting With Congressional Leaders
September 29, 1995

Bosnia
The President. Is everyone in? Ladies and

gentlemen, we are about to begin a meeting
between the congressional leadership and
the administration to discuss our progress in
Bosnia and where we’re going from here. But
before we do, let me begin by saying a thank
you to the leadership of Congress for their
successful effort to avoid any kind of inter-
ruption in our Government operations as we
work toward a balanced budget over the next
several weeks.

This is the kind of cooperation that makes
it possible for our country not only to work
but to be great. And I hope that we will have
more of it. It is also the kind of cooperation,
frankly, that was really being celebrated yes-
terday when we marked another important
milestone on the road to peace in the Middle
East.

American leadership has worked for peace
in the Middle East through Democratic and
Republican administrations for a very long
time now, step by step, with discipline and
determination over years. And yesterday, we
celebrated the product of that kind of effort.

Let me also say that I believe we must
continue to work together in Bosnia, and I
very much appreciate the expressions of sup-
port that have come from leaders in both par-
ties for the efforts that we have been making
in recent weeks.
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